
THE 
TABERNACLE

EXODUS 25-40



Strongs - H4908

שִמ ְׁ כָ

mishkân

From H7931; a residence (including a shepherd’s hut, the lair of 
animals, figuratively the grave; also the Temple); specifically the 
Tabernacle (properly its wooden walls): - dwelleth, dwelling 
(place), habitation, tabernacle, tent.



• Built by the children of Israel under the supervision of Moses, around 1450 B.C.

• Portable construction, transported by the Levites through the 40 years in the desert wilderness.



The Tabernacle layout



The Levites
Numbers 3:3-37

The tribe of Levi was selected to take care of the Tabernacle (Exodus 38:21).

Gershon: (Numbers 3:25-26) The family was responsible for;
Outer Court Curtain
Tabernacle Coverings
Sanctuary and Outer Court Door Curtain 
 

Merari: (Numbers 3:36-37) The family was responsible for; 
Boards, Bars, Pillars and Sockets of the Outer Court 

Kohath: (Numbers 3:31) The family was responsible for:
The Ark of the Covenant
The Veil
The Golden Incense Altar
The Lampstand
The Showbread Table
The Laver
The Burnt Offering Altar
All the Utensils





White curtains – Righteousness: (Revelation 19:6-9)
Bronze bases – Judgment: (John 3:14-17) 
Silver caps – Redemption: (Romans 5:18) 
1 Corinthians 1:30

Curtains of the Outer Court
Exodus 27:9-19

Size
46m long
23m wide
2.3m tall

56 pillars
Bronze bases
Silver caps



4 gospels that reveal Christ
Jesus is the door: (John 10:9)
The door curtain was fastened to the pillars with gold hooks.

The Door to the Outer Court
Exodus 27:16-17

4 Colors 

White
Blue
Purple
Red.
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The offering had to be without blemish: (John 18:38)
Blood from the animal was poured out around the altar: (John 19:34, 1 Peter 1:19)
The lamb of God: (John 1:29)
The offering had an aroma: (Ephesians 5:2)
Ashes removed from the camp: (Psalm 103:12)
Jesus laid His life down for us: (John 10:11)
A lamb was sacrificed every morning and evening: (Exodus 29:38-42)

The Burnt Offering Altar
Exodus 27:1-8

Size
1.4m high
2.3m square

Made of acacia wood
Overlaid with bronze



Offerings
Burnt Offering: (Leviticus 1:3-17)
The Lamb of God - (John 1:29)

Meal Offering: (Leviticus 2:1-16; 6:14-23)
Flour(Jesus), Oil(Holy Ghost) & Salt(purification)
No leaven(sin) or honey(false sweetening) 
The Bread of life - (John 6:48)
 
Sin Offering: (Leviticus 4:1-35; 6:24-30)
Jesus became sin for us - (Corinthians 5:21)

Trespass Offering: (Leviticus 5:1-17; 7:1-10)
Jesus has forgiven us - (Mathew 18:15)

Peace Offering: (Leviticus 3:1-17; 7:11-36)
Jesus has given us peace with God - (Romans 5:1).

Drink Offering: (Genesis 35:14 Exodus 29:40-41 Numbers 28:7-10, 14-15, 24, 31)
The living water - (John 4:10)
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Water Baptism - (Mathew 28:19)
Mirror – (James 1:23-25)
Cleansing – (Ephesians 5:26)
Refreshing – (Acts 3:19)
We all need our feet washed – (John 13:4-10)

The Laver
Exodus 30:17-21
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The Sanctuary
Exodus 26:1-37



Wooden boards overlaid with gold resting in silver bases - (Exodus 26:15-30)
Held together by 5 wooden bars overlaid with gold - (Exodus 26:15-30)
4 Bars went through rings on the boards, the middle bar went through the boards – (Ephesians 4: 1-16)
The door to the sanctuary was made of the same colors as the Outer court door
It was held up by 5 golden pillars overlaid with gold.
We are Gods building - (1 Corinthians 3:9, Ephesians 2:19-22)

The Sanctuary Boards
Exodus 26:1-37



The Sanctuary Coverings
Exodus 26:1-37

Outer Covering (Exodus 26:14)
Made from badger skins – Tough, weather proof
Did not look appealing - (Isaiah 53:1-3)
The treasure is in the earthen vessel - (II Corinthians 4:7)
God gave us His only Son - (Phillipians 2:5-8)
 
Covering of Rams' Skin Dyed Red (Exodus 26:14)
Jesus redeemed us with His own blood - (I Peter 1:18-19)

Woven Goats' Hair Covering (Exodus 26:7-13)
One goat sacrificed and the blood taken into the Holy of Holies
by the High Priest – (Hebrews 9:22)
The other goat had the sin of the people transferred onto it and it 
was sent into the wilderness - (II Corinthians 5:21, Psalm 103:12)
God forgives and forgets – (Hebrews 8:12)
 
Cherubim Embroidered Covering (Exodus 26:1-6)
The throne room is surrounded by angels - (Revelation 5:10-14)
Jesus is head over all things - (Ephesians 1:22)
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The Holy Place
The Lampstand: (Exodus 25:31-39)
Made from 1 solid piece of gold having 7 candlesticks wich burned continuously.
The middle candlestick was beaten out first then each side – Jew and Gentile
There was no natural light in the room
Jesus is the light – (John 1:4)
Fellowship – (1 John 1:5-7)

The Showbread Table: (Exodus 25:23-30)
Wood overlaid with Gold, containing 12 loaves of unleavened bread
The Bread of life - (John 6:33)
No leaven(Sin)
Speaks of the breaking of bread – (1 Corinthians 11:23-33)

The Golden Incense Altar. (Exodus 30:1-10)
Wood overlaid with gold standing in front of the Veil to the Holy of Holies
Incense was burned on the altar
Prayers of the saints - (Revelation 5:8, 8:3-4)
Pray without ceasing – incense burns continuously – (1 Thessalonians 5:17)
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The Ark of the Covenant (Exodus 25:10-22)
Acacia wood, overlaid with gold carried by 2 long bars.
The ark - throne of God (Revelation 20:11 )
The lid – mercy seat (Hebrews 4:16)
The Angels – covering (Ezekiel 28:14)
 
The Stone Tablets of the Law – The righteous standard of God (Romans 7:22)
Aaron's Rod that Budded – Resurrection and the life (John 11:25)
The Golden Pot of 'Hidden' Manna – Hidden in Christ(Colossians 3:3-4)

The Holy of Holies

Ark Size
1.15m long
0.7m wide
0.7m high
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Aaron was the first high priest – Levite

White Robe – Righteousness and purity

Blue robe with pomegranates on the hem – Heavenly

Gold, white, blue, red & purple ephod – Jesus (Hebrews 4:14 – 5:10)

On the shoulders, 2 precious stones with the 12 names of Israel.
Carries the burden (Luke 15:4-6, Isaiah 9:6)

Breast plate has 12 precious stones - Knows His sheep (John 3-4, 10:11-14)

Urim and Thummin were kept in the breastplate
2 Jewels meaning “lights” and “perfections”

White mitre with a gold hem with the words “Holy to the Lord” – King of 
righteousness (Hebrews 7:2)

High Priest
Exodus 28 & 39




